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Cindy Zammit

Zammit, DeLucca,
Riley Win

Incumbents Cindy Zammit and Eliza-
beth DeLucca, along with newcomer Kevin
Riley were victorious in the South Amboy
Board of Education election for 3-three year
seats.  Riley topped the voting with 435
votes, DeLucca received 377 and Zammit
360.  Incumbent Edward J. Campbell gar-
nered 326 votes.

The tax levy supporting the $16.5 mil-
lion budget was approved by a vote of 411-
234.

Sayreville Winners
Incumbent Curtis Clark III was top vote-

getter in the Sayreville Board of Education
election with 1,816.  Also victorious in the
election for 3-three year seats was new-
comer Maria Stratton 1,736 votes and in-
cumbent Thomas W. Biesiada 1,700.  New-
comers Ronald Batko and Donna Anonsen
received 1,655 votes apiece.

The tax levy supporting the $74.2 mil-
lion budget was rejected by a 2,015-1,718
margin.

Sayreville Primary
Candidates

The Sayreville Democrats have an-
nounced that Council President, Thomas V.
Pollando, will be running for Mayor in the
June 5 Primary Election, along with council
candidates, Daniel Buchanan, an incum-
bent, and John Misiewicz, who will be mak-
ing his first run for public office.

Incumbent Mayor Kennedy O’Brien
leads the Republican ticket with David M.
Kaiserman and Vincent Zarcaro, who are
running for two (3) year council seats.

O’Connell Lone
Primary Candidate

Democrat John F. O’Connell will be
the only candidate on the ballot in South
Amboy’s Primary Election on June 5. He is
running for a 1-year unexpired term for
Councilman of the 3rd Ward.

19th District
Candidates

The following candidates will be on the
June 5 Primary Election ballot for District
19: Senate-Incumbent Joseph F. Vitale (D),
Donald H. Nelsen (R); Assembly-Incum-
bent John S. Wisniewski (D), Incumbent
Joseph Vas (D), Paul “Daniels” Danielczyk
(R), Reyes Ortega (R).

Renovation
Continues

On April 10, the renovations on
Sayreville War Memorial High School re-
sumed after some delays.  Floors were poured
by the contractor, signaling the re-start on
the 3-year, $47 million expansion and reno-
vation.  Work initially kicked off last fall
when temporary building permits were is-
sued. The construction, only in the first
phase, could not continue past the steel
frame portion, because permanent permits
were necessary, and not issued until last
month.

Also slowing the project down was
when the board discovered that approved
plans did not meet fire safety standards.  The
architect has changed the plans to comply
with regulations.

Two Promoted To
Captain

Sayreville Police Captain, Richard Zdan
has retired after over 40 years of serving the
Borough.  He served as a lieutenant for 17
years and 8 as captain.

The Borough Council promoted
Michael Burns and Bruce Marcinczyk, both
lieutenants to captains.  Congratulations and
best wishes to three most outstanding po-
licemen!

Sebban
Recommended For

Silver Star
Sgt. First Class Benjamin L. Sebban,

the South Amboy resident who was killed in
Iraq last month, has been recommended for
a posthumous Silver Star for gallantry and
heroism in action, with the approval process
still to go through several layers of com-
mand.

The Sebban Family is accepting dona-
tions in memory of SFC Sebban to the SFC
Benjamin L. Sebban Warrior Fund, a schol-
arship fund for individuals who plan to
attend medical or nursing school.  Dona-
tions may be mailed to: SFC Benjamin L.
Sebban Warrior Fund, PO Box 111, South
Amboy, NJ 08879.

Bob Witkowski

Witkowski:  One Of
The Greatest

By Tom Burkard
Sayreville’s legendary baseball/softball

pitcher, Bob “Whitey” Witkowski, 69, died
on April 9th.  Blessed with a natural athletic
ability and superior throwing arm,
Witkowski burst on the high school
Sayreville scene as a freshman in 1953.  He
also excelled in basketball and football, but
his true calling was on the baseball dia-
mond, where he set all kinds of records, and
although our research is not quite com-
pleted, he is believed to be one of the Top 3
All-Time victories leaders at Sayreville HS,
with over 20 triumphs to his credit.

After high school, he was signed by the
Boston Red Sox baseball organization, and
played in their minor league farm system
from 1957-58.  He once told me that his
roommate was none other than Tracy
Stallard, the pitcher who gave up Roger
Maris’ 61st home run in ’61.  I ran into
Stallard several years later and mentioned
Bob to him, and he had a huge smile, and
said he was so glad to hear about his old
teammate.

Witkowski retired 8 years ago after
working for 18 years at Hercules, and prior
to that, he worked for 17 years at National
Lead Industries.  Through the years, he
became one of the very best pitchers in fast-
pitch softball in South Amboy/Sayreville,
and was highly-respected throughout the
county and state for his powerful fastball, as
well as a nice assortment of pitches.

He was very proud to be honored by
being elected into the Softball Hall of Fame
in 2006.

Bob Witkowski was a first-class indi-
vidual all the way, and was always just a
phone call away, whenever I had questions
about his career or Sayreville sports.  He
seemed to be a very caring and giving per-
son, always ready to help anyone in need.
Bob will truly be missed and never forgot-
ten for his many contributions to society.
God Bless, Bob!

Transit Funds For
South Amboy

By Steve Schmid
The state Department of Transporta-

tion has announced plans to authorize South
Amboy to spend $16.5 million for the city
Intermodal Transportation Center.  The fund-
ing is part of the 2008 Capital Improvement
Program.  Mayor John T. O’Leary said the
money will be earmarked for a new ferry
terminal and parking lot, plus roadway and
infrastructure enhancements.  O’Leary said
this funding will help finish this portion of
South Amboy’s transportation plans.  The
intermodal project will create a central trans-
fer point by linking NJ Transit’s North Jer-
sey Coast rail line with its 815 and 817 bus
lines.  Rail and bus transit plazas are in-
cluded plus improvements to local roads,
pedestrian access, bridge reconfiguration
and the ferry terminal.

No Courtesy Busing
Residents in the Borough of Sayreville

voted no in the election for the funding of an
optional transport service for the students,
by a margin of 1,948-1,746.

Hall Of Fame Banquet

Greg Evigan

The Sayreville War Memorial High
School Hall of Fame Third Annual Awards
Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May 5th
at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill Road.  The
outstanding alumni of SWMHS being hon-
ored this year are:

-Patricia O’Connor Dreyfuss, M.D.,
Class of 1970: Obstetrician/Gynecologist
for 25 years; staff physician at St. Claire’s
Hospital, Denville, NJ; has safely delivered
over 4000 babies; leader among her peer
groups.

-Greg Evigan, Class of 1971: Actor and
musician; star of TV’s “BJ and the Bear”
and “My Two Dads”; wrote music recorded
by London Royal Philharmonic Orchestra;
Broadway leading roles in “Grease” and
“Jesus Christ Superstar”.

-Jeffrey Osowski, Class of 1965: Vice
President, Learning & Teaching, Liberty
Science Center, Jersey City NJ; former NJ
Director of Special Education; former assis-
tant commissioner, NJ State Dept. of Educa-
tion; All State NJ Basketball 1965; All Ivy
League Honorable Mention in Basketball
1969.

-Carmen F.Spezzi, Class of 1969: Lo-
cal funeral director; owner of Spezzi and
Maliszewski Funeral Services; 4th degree

Knights of Columbus; member Sayreville
Lions, South Amboy Elks and professional
funeral director associations; volunteer for
many youth, church and civic organiza-
tions; named Business Man of the Year by
Sayreville Chamber of Commerce.

The Awards Banquet is open to the
public.  Tickets are $50.00 each.  For further
information, call Barbara Anderson at 732-
727-1566 or Elaine Kubacz at 732-727-
0192.

South Amboy High School defeated Cardinal McCarrick, 3-0 on a brilliant shutout by Brian
Seres in the first-ever Mayor’s Trophy game at Waterfront Park.  Pictured is Lou Seminski
(l) owner of Sciortino’s Harbor Lights (Getting ready to present trophy) which he donated, as
Denis Bourgeau (c) coach of South Amboy receives congratulations from Eagles’ coach
Frank Notaro (r), as the victorious Governors look on. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Members of SAND are pictured at the Annual South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426
Breakfast with The Easter Bunny.  SAND organized/sponsored the Easter Egg Hunt for the
happy youngsters.  In the photo (l-r) Mary Kate Vacca, Jack Vacca, Easter Bunny (Portrayed
by Marty Lampart), Margaret Canosa, Frank Krzywdzinski, Caprice Kassim.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Windrem A Huge Success
1963 St. Mary’s graduate, Robert

Windrem is currently the NBC News Inves-
tigative Producer.  He has also written several
books, most recently “Critical Mass,” which
he co-authored with William E. Burrows.
Congratulations, Robert!
Jeff McKeon Coaching Top Team

Jeff McKeon, son of former South
Amboy/Sayreville resident, and baseball leg-
end, Bill “Biff” McKeon, is the baseball
coach of Brownsburg HS, Brownsburg, Indi-
ana.  The team is off to a flying start, outscoring
opponents 33-0 in its first 3 games, and is
ranked #34 in the USA Today newspaper.
Way to go, Jeff!
Ryan Is State Commissioner

Former South Amboy resident, Kevin
Ryan is doing a fantastic job as Children and
Families Commissioner for the state of New
Jersey.
Cyriax On Dean’s List

Colleen Cyriax of South Amboy has
made the Dean’s List at Fairleigh Dickinson
University.  She’s majoring in Psychology
and also plays on the FDU Devils softball
team.  Congratulations, Colleen!
In Memoriam

Alfred “Freddie” Klimek, 87, of
Sayreville died on March 25.  He won many
awards in World War II including the Purple
Heart and Bronze Star.  Stanley Kowaleski,
52, of South Amboy died on March 28.  He
worked at Hercules and Green Tree Tech-
nologies as a chemical operator for 25 years.
He was a really good guy with a great person-
ality.  Michael Chorpita Jr., 85, of Sayreville
died on April 1.  He was a life member of the
Sayreville Fire Dept., Melrose Hose Co. 1,
where he served as Captain and Chaplin.  He
was also a charter member of Melrose Im-
provement Assn.  Mary McQuade, 83, of
South Amboy died on April 7.  She worked
for 14 years at the YMCA in Parlin, and 15
years at St. Mary’s School cafeteria, in addi-
tion to volunteering at South Amboy Memo-
rial Hospital.  Marcella “Marcy” Jackson, 78,
of Parlin died on April 13.  She was an
Administrative Assistant for 12 years for the

Pleasant Little Trivia
By Tom Burkard

1.This person was not a member of the
Sayreville Board of Education in 1990?
a.John Jameson b.Barbara Anderson c.Joseph
Bellan

2.H.G. Hoffman High’s principal in ’63?
a.James Tustin b.Eugene Dobrzynski c.James
Croddick

3.Director of Sayreville Library in 1975?
a.Anna O’Meary b.Susan B. Clement
c.Geraldine Creamer

4.Sayreville High’s school play in ’64?
a.Oklahoma b.Firefly c.The King & I

5.The first major fire at St. Mary’s School
was in?  a.1950 b.1953 c.1966

6.The old South Amboy YMCA was
located on?  a.Broadway b.Main Street
c.Bordentown Ave.

7.South Amboy’s Board of Ed Secre-
tary in ’87?  a.Kenneth Kokoszka b.Joseph
Raienski c.Michael Poll

8.St. Mary’s HS play in 1976?  a.Tommy
b.The Wizard of Oz c.Man of La Mancha

9.Senior Building and Zoning Officer
for Sayreville in ’77?  a.John Zollinger
b.Bruce O’Riley c.Stephan Zoskoski

10.Captain of Melrose Hose Co. No. 1
in 1982?  a.Raymond Janas b.Richard Gaul
c.Dennis Caruso

11.Commander of Sayreville VFW Post
4699 in ’93?  a.James Mulvey b.Robert
Redford c.Frank Sullivan

12.St. Mary’s Pastor in 1992?  a.Father
William Leonard b.Msgr. John Gerety
c.Msgr. Francis Sullivan

13.In 1984, this Sayreville War Memo-
rial HS student won the Middlesex County
College English Dept.’s Annual HS Writing
Contest?  a.Ray Ferguson b.Anita Patel c.Nora
Farrell

Answers
1a 2b 3c 4c 5b 6a 7c 8b 9a 10c 11b 12.a 13c.

Borough of Sayreville Tax Assessor, and
Past President of President Park Fire Dept.
Ladies Auxiliary, and the Bailey Association
in Parlin.

May they rest in peace, and never be
forgotten.
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    Business of the Month  

Patrick J. Rock Jr., Sales Associate with
Century 21 Ryan Realty Group, South
Amboy has been a realtor for 20 years.

Patrick J. Rock Jr.
Century 21 Ryan Realty Group

Patrick J. Rock Jr. has been a realtor
for 20 years, and is currently a Sales
Associate with Century 21 Ryan Realty
Group, 980 Rt. 9 South, South Amboy,
NJ 08879.  He began his career with J.J.
Harrigan and Co. Realty, and chose to
work in this field because “I enjoy work-
ing with people, and helping them find or
sell homes,” he said.

A lifetime resident of the local area,
Pat was born and raised in South Amboy,
and attended St. Mary’s Grammar School
and H.G. Hoffman High School.  He
went on to graduate from Middlesex

County College with an Associates De-
gree in Accounting.

A Volunteer Firefighter with Pro-
tection Engine Company #1 in South
Amboy for 40 years, he is a former mem-
ber of the South Amboy First Aid Squad.
Rock is a third degree member of the
South Amboy Knights of Columbus
Council #426.

He is married to the former Marga-
ret Bonis for 32 years, and they have
three children, Patrick III, Jeffrey, and
Pamela.

Recently, a former resident of South
Amboy, who lives in Colorado and has
known Pat for many years, was aware of
his fine reputation as a realtor.   He called
him, and asked if he would sell his late
mother’s home.  Rock was only too happy
to help, and will have the home in South
Amboy listed very shortly.  Pat gets
many referrals from satisfied customers,
friends he has known for most of his life,
and family.  Rock said that “While grow-
ing up, my parents always taught me to
treat people the way you want to be
treated.  I always do just that.”

A member in good standing with the
National Association of Realtors, Pat’s
sales range covers all of Middlesex and
Monmouth counties.

If you have a have a home to sell, or
are looking for one, contact Patrick J.
Rock Jr. anytime at Home (732) 721-
6743, Cell phone (732) 742-3927, Busi-
ness (732) 316-0700, Fax (732) 316-
0775 or Toll Free (800) 650-7926.

EXPANDED HOURS @ Dowdell Library
Elaine Gaber, Director, recently an-

nounced that the Dowdell Library has ex-
panded its hours and will now be open from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays.   She
also mentioned that the community appreci-
ated Mayor O’Leary’s and the City Council’s
support for this endeavor.

The Dowdell Library has become a
destination for the community; a place where
the community can enjoy interesting pro-
grams as well as opportunities to utilize the
new technologies.   It has become a wireless
hub and provides free Internet access with a
gateway to information 24/7.   In 2006, the
library replaced all the computers with a
grant from the State of New Jersey.   More-
over, the library offers free educational pro-

grams, best-seller books, Dvds, music CDs,
computer programs, books on cassette and
CD, the latest magazines and newspapers,  a
sizable large print collection, information
services available 24 hours a day / 7 days a
week, South Amboy historical archives and
maps.

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the
South Amboy High School off O’Leary
Boulevard.   Library hours are: Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday 9 am to 8 pm;
Wednesday and Friday 9 am to 5 pm; and
Saturday 10 am to 4 pm.  For more informa-
tion, contact the library at 732-721-6060 or
comments@dowdell.org.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be
granted to you.  Thank you.  -M.M.

Reunion/Picnic
The Sayreville HS Class of 1970 will

hold a Reunion/Picnic on Sat., June 23.  It
will be a catered affair with entertainment.
A large number of classmates have already
responded about attending.  For more info,
please e-mail to: casazz@aol.com to be
added to the classmate list.
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Yearbook-St. Mary’s 1957
By Tom Burkard

50 Years ago!  Unbelievable!  What
was happening in the world back then?  The
Russians sent the first satellite, “Sputnik”
into space.  The top movie was “Bridge On
The River Kwai.”  “The Music Man” opened
on Broadway, and one of the top songs of
the year was “Tammy” by Debbie Reynolds.

The seniors at good ol’ St. Mary’s had
a very active final year.  Who could forget
the Christmas Clothing Drive, in which
canned goods were also collected for the
needy?  How about St. Mary’s Choir sing-
ing to entertain retired Railroad families at
the old Y.M.C.A. on Broadway?  The an-
nual semi-formal dance was called “Snow-
flake Wonderland,” at which students danced
to the music of Hal Niles & His Band.  In
January 1957, seniors attended “Macbeth”
in New York City.

Some of St. Mary’s popular teachers
were: Sister Cleophas, Sister Ambrose, Sis-
ter Mary Richard, Sister Loretto, Sister
Emmanuel, and Sister David.

Some of the 86 graduates selected ran-
domly included: Richard Dowling, Eileen
Wenzel, James Walczak, Rose Mary Cox,
Joseph Check, Patricia Jancola, Bernard
Switzer, Peter Yuhas, Janice Freer, Irene
Halmi, Mary Ann Britt (Great neighbor),
the late Robert Zera, John Lynn, Joan Miglin,
Patricia Jacobs, Patricia Garnett, Fred
Hoover (Super guy), Kathleen Scupp,
Patricia A. O’Brien, Patricia J. O’Brien
(Wonderful lady), Monica Kalman, Tho-
mas Foley, Robert Nebus, Mary Ellen
Banfield, John McDonnell, Thomas
Dominiecki, Mary Maliszewski, Helen
Kelly, Ann Marie Jankowski, Kathleen
Jankowski, Lucian Golaszewski, Anita
Marshall, Charlotte Skwira, Thomas Potts,
Marie Pierson, John Murray, John
Monaghan, Lillian Lizura, Joseph
McCormack, Claire Warnowicz, Irene
Dobry, Kathleen Jankowski, Judith Innes,
Joseph McKeon (Great guy).

Remember?  The senior boys and girls
practicing the latest dance steps in prepara-
tion for the prom.  How about the last dance
of the year, “Freshman Frolic,” which was
held on May 21, 1957.  Wonder how many
seniors showed?  All the construction being
done on the new St. Mary’s Grammar School
and gym.  The senior trip to NYC, where
they visited “The Gary Moore” TV show,
and saw “Funny Face” at Radio City.  The
Class of ’57 also enjoyed dinner and danc-
ing to the music of Vincent Lopez at the
Hotel Taft.  In the evening they saw the stage
production “The Happiest Millionaire.”  Bell
Telephone, (Remember them?) came to
SMHS to interview senior girls for jobs.
The debating team, led by James Coneen
won its 2nd consecutive trophy at the Hill-
side Tournament.

The boys’ basketball team, under the
late coach Woodrow “Woody” McCarthy
finished (7-12).  Some of the outstanding
senior athletes in the Class of ’57 included:
Thomas Pristavec (Huge success, a Colonel
in the military and also at Merrill Lynch),
Joseph Viggiano, Paul Kurtz, John Graber,
Robert Thomas, Neil Hourahan, Edwin
Corvino, and Robert Creed.

St. Mary’s HS Class of ’57 was truly an
outstanding group of people, who made a
wonderful mark on society!

Good And Evil
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2006

As sure as
The vulture smells death

And the ivy
Clings for life,
The apotheosis

Of Good and Evil
Exists clandestine

In human conscience
Destined neither

To be applied for naught.
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This beautiful, new 15-foot bronze depiction
of the Crucifixion was installed on Good
Friday at St. Stanislaus Kostka Cemetery on
Pulaski Avenue in Sayreville.
Sayreville funeral director, Carmen Spezzi
was on hand to help, and told David Samuel
of CME Engineering that the exact moment
the crucifix was set in place happened to be
3 p.m., the time that Christ died on the cross.
Samuel, who is a parish trustee, also
volunteered his time on Good Friday.
The new crucifix, which was sand-casted in
Toronto, Canada, replaced the previous one,
which was at the cemetery for many years,
until it was vandalized by teens during
Christmas Week in 2005.  (Photo by Tom
Burkard)

66 Years-St. Mary’s High School Class of 1941 recently held its 66th-year reunion
celebration at Camillo’s in Sayreville.  The happy classmates shared many wonderful
memories and showed everyone that they’re still number 1.  Pictured standing (l-r) Mary
Keenan, Rose Bloodgood, Edna Gomolka Weinman, Mary Steuber Tripisovsky, Mary Heim
Nappi, Margaret Juliano Reynolds, Marie Colucci Kusic, Catherine Concannon Donnelly,
Evelyn Cesare Normandia.  Seated (l-r) Marie Thompson Lenahan, Margaret “Mickey”
Sullivan Kurtz, Marie Adamson Hartle, Eleanore Minnick Filik, Pauline Baker Stone, Emily
Pasco Wilson.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

St. Mary’s Honor
Roll

The faculty and administration of St.
Mary Elementary is proud to announce the
students who have earned a place on the
Third Marking Period Honor Roll. Achiev-
ing High Honors in the Fourth Grade were
Victoria Levering and Aurelie Marchi; in
the Fifth Grade were Alexander Banoczi,
Ciara Kaiser and Kelly O’Donnell; in Grade
Six was Alisha Sharma; in Grade Seven
were Melissa Kurtz and Megan O’Donnell;
and in Grade Eight High Honors were
achieved by Ashley Audet, Taylor Clark
and Anna Kemble. The following students
attained Regular Honor Roll status in the
Fourth Grade were Julianne Fanucci,
Mallory Green, Thomas Lukie, James
McGee, Alyssa Novak, Thomas O’Leary
and Jacqueline Riley; in the Fifth Grade
were Jeremiah Crowley, Pawel Gmyrek,
Kyle O’Connor and Patrick Parker; in the
Sixth Grade was Kevin Wiater; in the Sev-
enth Grade were Elizabeth Farrell, Riley
O’Brien and Shayna O’Connor; and in the
Eighth Grade were Meghan Larkin, Marga-
ret Snatapaga and Melody Smith. Congratu-
lations to all these hard-working students.

OLV Senior Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a

trip to Newport, Rhode Island and Boston.
The trip is scheduled for Monday through
Wednesday, June 25 – 27. The bus will
leave the OLV lower parking lot at 8AM on
June 25. The trip includes bus transporta-
tion, two nights lodging, 4 meals: 2 break-
fasts and 2 dinners, and guided tours of both
Newport and Boston. Hotel accommoda-
tions will be at Foxwoods Casino for the two
evenings. There will also be time to stroll
through Quincy Market and Faneuil Hall.
The cost of the trip is $319.00. For further
information or to reserve a seat for this trip,
please contact Jack at (732) 254-7263.

Noble, Gumprecht
Promoted

Thomas Noble and Scott Gumprecht,
have been promoted to the rank of sergeant
by the Old Bridge Police Department.  Noble
has been on the force for 21 years, and is the
son of retired South Amboy Police detec-
tive sergeant, Thomas Noble.  Gumprecht
has been an Old Bride Police Officer for 13
years.  Both new sergeants grew up in South
Amboy and have strong hometown ties.
Congratulations Tom and Scott!

Be A Lion
Are You: L –  Local  I –  Individual  O

– Offering  N – Needed  S – Services
Does this describe you?  If you’re inter-

ested in community service and belonging
to the LARGEST service organization in the
world, the South Amboy Lions NEED YOU!

LIONS:
-Provide children from our community

with free eye exams and glasses.
-Facilitate free hearing exams / hearing

aids for community members in need.
-Organize annual awards dinner to rec-

ognize local teachers who inspire our chil-
dren.

-Award annual scholarships in service
minded South Amboy community.

-Contribute monetary and food dona-
tions to community and global individuals
in need.

To be a Lion please contact: Jack Hulsart
732-721-1771, Ray Tomaszewski 732-727-
3541, Bob Pawlik 732-727-1526, Cathy
Housman 732-433-9333 or Bob Macdonald
936-676-1000 ext. 1966.

THIS ISSUE

IS DEDICATED

IN MEMORY OF

BOB “WHITEY”
WITKOWSKI
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Long Ago In Our Town

Soap Box Derby-The Soap Box Derby Race was a popular event in South Amboy many
years ago.  This photo was probably taken in the 1970’s, and a guess is that the starting line
shown here is on South Stevens Ave., close to Bordentown Ave.  Some faces should look
familiar to the long-time South Amboy residents, so please let us know if you can identify any,
or have other information or photos on Soap Box Derbies in South Amboy or Sayreville.  Still
wondering, did Sayreville ever have any?

Fishing Flashes
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
With Striped Bass and Flounder sea-

sons now open, Bay and Beach fishing is
picking up.  I saw one Striper caught at
Cliffwood Beach, it weighted about 8lbs.  I
also saw shorts in the 20inch range and
heard of one fish weighting in at 25lbs!
Flounder fishing in the Bay, especially by
the Morgan Flats area is pretty fair.  It’s even
better in the Navesink   River by the Oceanic
Bridge where some nice catches were made
including a 4 pound monster Flounder.
Ocean surf fishing for Striped Bass is fair
with only a few taken from the Ocean County
Surf.  Party Boat fishing for Ling and Black-
fish remains good.  Expect Mackerel at the
end of April in our area.  The first out of
season Fluke was caught at Cape May and a
19lb Black Drum in Great Bay.  I heard of
one or two Bluefish in Raritan Bay having
been caught already.  A few more Cod and
Pollock have shown up on special offshore
wreck trips recently.
Fresh Water

Trout stocking is now in full swing for
the next few weeks.  I did not make the 8AM
start time, but did get time in the afternoon
to get out there and do my fishing!  I man-
aged to catch my limit anyway, with the
largest Trout at 13 inches.  I fished the Far
Hills and Peapack areas.  Some Shad and
Striped Bass are moving into the Delaware
River especially at the Trenton Power Plant
area. We can only hope the Northeaster
blowing & pounding havoc on our shores &
streams over the past weekend will not di-
minish our fishing.

Former South Amboy resident Rudy
Neumann Jr. (l) and his son Michael (r)
proudly display the 50 lb. dolphin (maui
maui) that they recently caught in Florida.  It
took both of them more than a half hour to
reel this huge fish in.  Rudy now resides in
Loxahatchee, Fl.

Leveille In New York
Rangers
Commercial

South Amboy’s Betty Leveille is a big
New York Rangers hockey fan. Dubbed
“Dancing Granny” by her fellow fans, she
caught the attention of Rangers manage-
ment for her role in rallying the team during
the musical breaks. When approached about
doing a commercial, “Dancing Granny” lit-
erally jumped out of her seat.

The commercial is presently airing on
MSG Network and shows Bobby Granger
celebrating the team clinching a playoff spot
with “Dancing Granny” until “Dancing
Larry” pushes Granger out of the way and
continues whooping it up with “Dancing
Granny.”  Ron Leveille appears as an extra.

Etcetera, Etcetera, Etcetera!!!  The Sayreville High School Theatre Society presented their
Spring Production “The King And I” last month.  The show was directed by Dr. Michael
Piccuirro and the cast and crew did an outstanding job!  Pictured (l) Caitlin Moskwa as “Anna”
and Jino Gatpandan as “King”.
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Ben Franklin made a visit to South Amboy
Middle School last month!!
The seventh grade students participated in a
cross curriculum project called Ben Franklin:
A Man of All Subjects.  During Mr. Franklin’s
visit (played by 7th grade Social Studies
Teacher Brian Wohlt) Mr. Franklin challenged
the students to a game based on knowledge
of his life and accomplishments.  The students
also had a field trip to Independence Hall and
the National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia to learn more about this
fascinating man. (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bop To The Top! The South Amboy High School Players celebrated their 20th performance
as they presented Disney’s High School Musical last weekend to rave reviews.  Director Lynn
Davis, cast and crew did a fabulous job with this modern day classic. Pictured (foreground
l-r) Amanda Cuomo as “Gabriella Montez”,  Colin DeLucca as “Troy Bolton”, Kaleigh
DeLucca as “Sharpay Evans” and Jason Ryan Leehr as “Ryan Evans”.  (Photo by Brian
Stratton)
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Gardening Tips For Lower Back Pain
Prevention

The best preparation for gardening is a
back conditioned by spinal care exercise
and good posture all year round.  Moreover,
when you garden, let your legs and arms do
the work instead of your back.  Here are
some tips to make your gardening easier:

1.When weeding, get down on your
hands and knees rather than bending and
twisting from the waist.  Don’t stand and
bend over repeatedly.  2.Lift dirt and debris
by letting your arms, legs and thighs carry
the load.  Keep your back straight and bend
your knees.  Handle only manageable loads
at a time.  3.Use long-handled tools to keep
you from stooping while raking, digging or
mowing.  Don’t stoop when pushing a wheel-
barrow.  4.Switch hands frequently when
doing prolonged raking, hoeing or digging.
Repetitive motion on one side can bring on
lower back and shoulder spasms.  5.Don’t
work too long in one position especially one
that is awkward or unusual.  This can cause
muscle imbalance. 6.Don’t overexpose
yourself to long periods in the sun without
protection of head and body.  Take frequent
breaks and drink lots of water.

OLV Senior May
Meeting

The monthly meeting of the OLV Se-
nior Group will be held on Friday, May 4,
2007, from 1PM – 3PM in Monsignor Dalton
Hall. There will be a business portion of the
meeting followed by the May Crowning of
the Blessed Mother. All “mothers” will be
celebrated in honor of Mother’s Day. All
seniors are invited to attend this delightful
celebration. For further information contact
Teri at (732) 727-7639.

SA First Aid Report
Capt. Chris Mader issued the following

report for the 1st Quarter of 2007: The
Squad answered a total of 282 calls: 209
emergencies, 9 transports, 26 fire, 9 com-
munity service and 29 mutual aid.  High
members were; Betty Leveille 103 Bill Wern
95 Mike Pappas 87 Daniel Salmon 84 Chris
Mader 81 John Piskorski (Associate), 46
Chris Norek (Cadet), 109.  At this time the
Squad would like to welcome the following
new members: R. Keegan (Associate) and
R. Applegate (Cadet).

Roast Pork Dinner
Trinity Methodist Church, 815

Bordentown Ave. will be holding its annual
Roast Pork Dinner on Sat., April 28 from
4:30-7 p.m.  Tickets are $12 for adults,
children 5-12 are $5, and under 5 are FREE.
Dinner includes mashed potatoes, salad,
gravy, rolls, vegetable, homemade dessert
and beverage.  Take out dinners are avail-
able.  For more info call 732-721-3558.

Birding Basics
On Sunday, May 13, Cheesequake State

Park will sponsor “Birding Basics” at the
Interpretive Center, teaching the basics of
bird watching.  Topics will include field
identification, equipment and places in NJ
to view birds.  During the program you will
hone your newfound skills in the outdoors.
Ages 14 & up.  For more info call 732-566-
3208.
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

"Serving The Community Over 100 Years"

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

OIL TANKOIL TANK
REMOVERSREMOVERS

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION

• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI

(732)

566-0281

Fishing Derby
The Sayreville Recreation Dept. will

sponsor its Annual Fishing Derby on May
19th.  The event will be held at Kennedy
Park beginning at 9 a.m.  The event is open
to Sayreville residents ages 3-14 years.
Registration will be held on site prior to
starting time.  For details call 732-390-
7092.

Class of ’57
Reunion

The Sayreville HS Class of 1957 will
hold its 50th year reunion on Oct. 20 at the
Hilton Garden Inn, Raritan Center/Edison.
The cost is $75 per person.  Anyone wishing
to attend is urged to contact committee mem-
ber Betty Triggs (Dunn) at 732-254-8542 or
bettytriggs@msn.com.

English Tea Party
Golden Rule Christian Center at Trinity

United Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown
Ave., South Amboy will hold an English
Tea Party on May 6th at 2 p.m.  There is
limited seating, and the cost is $15 reserva-
tions.  Call Nancy Berry 732-727-1935 or
Phyllis Gilbert 732-721-5351.

Wrestling
Fundraiser

On Friday night, May 11, National
Wrestling Superstars return to South River
VFW, 31 Reid St., with partial proceeds
going to the Sayreville Knights of Colum-
bus Columbian Squires.  Four mega super-
stars will return, and there will be a Crazy-
8 Tournament.  Jersey Shore champion Nicky
Oceans of Sayreville, and much more.  Tick-
ets are $19 for adults and $17 for kids and
seniors and can be purchased by phone at
732-888-1704.

Bon Jovi, The Police
To Perform

By Tom Burkard
Bon Jovi, New Jersey’s superstar group,

along with The Police, Dave Matthews Band,
John Mayer, Kanye West, Melissa Etheridge,
Alicia Keys, Fall Out Boy, Smashing Pump-
kins and Rhianna will perform at Live Earth,
at Giants Stadium on July 7.

The Live Earth Concerts will be shown
around the world by 120 networks, and also
live online.

Promoters of the global concert hope to
reach 2 billion people.  Proceeds will go
towards creating a foundation to combat
climate change, which is led by an organiza-
tion called The Alliance for Climate Protec-
tion.  Former Vice President Al Gore is the
chairman.
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Perfect For Entertaining
By Elaine Scott

Entertain:  verb, to amuse; Entertain-
ing:  adjective, amusing.

If the shows on the HGTV Channel are
to be believed, then all new homebuyers are
now looking for kitchens which are perfect
for entertaining.  It doesn’t matter if the
buyers know how to cook or even have the
desire to learn; hi-end, up-scale kitchens,
preferably overlooking a patio, also perfect
for entertaining, are becoming prerequisites.

Floor to ceiling custom-made cabinetry,
custom-designed countertops, complete with
electric grills and large enough to display
every gadget on the market, separate work
centers, imported flooring, restaurant-sized
stoves and refrigerators, built-in convection
ovens and microwaves, extra large kitchen
sinks, trash compactors, garbage disposals,
“silent” dishwashers, wine chillers, and even
coffee centers for making cappuccinos and
espressos all help to make the kitchen the #1
selling point in homes.  Add a display of
expensive cookware straight from the box, a
mounted, flat screen TV, and a special seat-
ing area for guests, the kitchen, then, be-
comes perfect for entertaining.

The kitchens I remember from my youth
would have been the last place to entertain
anyone.  In fact, except for holidays and
special occasions, no one ever had “guests,”
anyway, just company that would “pop-in”
unexpectedly.  When they did, it was never
around mealtimes.  Like kitchens, food also
wasn’t for entertaining.  It was just to eat.
Besides, food had to stretch from one pay-
check to another, and that wasn’t always
easy to do.

My special summertime memories in-
clude the aroma of fried chicken as it drained
on brown grocery bags, the taste of buttery
mashed potatoes with small lumps missed
by the potato masher, and the sound of water
splashing onto the stove as ears of sweet
Jersey corn were dropped into a big pot of
boiling water.  Mixed in with those special
memories, though, are also ones of eating
that old-time comfort food in a kitchen so
hot and humid it was often hard to breathe.
Since there were no air conditioners or even
stove vents, the heat of the summers, inten-
sified by the heat of all that cooking, com-
mingled with the steam from something
always boiling in a pot, had made kitchens
seem like saunas.  Sweating was a normal
part of life, back then, especially while eat-
ing at the kitchen table during the relentless
summertime heat.

When supper was finished, there were
no “silent” dishwashers to stack.  Dishes had
to be hand washed and dried, before being
put away, and it wasn’t done silently.  As
Teflon hadn’t been invented yet, pots had
needed a lot of scrubbing to get them clean.
Those old pots surely weren’t decorative.
They had been dented and stained from the
countless meals cooked in them.  As for
garbage disposals, they were usually the
males of the house who had to empty the
kitchen garbage every night.

Kitchens, years ago, had very little
counter space, if any at all, so the kitchen
table had been the work center.  Food was
prepared on it; eaten on it; bills were written
on it; and homework was done on it.  It even

held the laundry while clothes were being
ironed next to it in that pre-permanent press
time.  Actually, not much counter space was
needed.  All the chopping, grating, and knead-
ing had been done manually.

I can’t recall a kitchen from my child-
hood which didn’t have oil cloth as a floor
covering.  Once it was laid, I guess it lasted
forever, as I don’t remember anyone ever
getting new oil cloth.  Near the sink, a little
rag rug most often would have been placed.
It wasn’t meant to be decorative; it was for
cushioning the feet.  Nothing really was
decorative in those old kitchens.  Every-
thing had a purpose.

When I was growing up, no one had
sliding glass patio doors, as there weren’t
any patios.  Instead, there was always a
homemade screen door, having no door stop-
per.  All through the summer, the sound of
the screen door slamming was always a
background noise.  Screen doors were needed
not so much to let the hot outside air into the
kitchen, but to let the hot kitchen air outside.
When that didn’t work, and it never did,
everyone would hurry outdoors to sit in the
shade of a backyard tree or on porches and
porch steps to cool off.  It used to be a
common sight to see the women of the house
sitting on their porch chairs fanning their
faces with the aprons they wore.  Before
long, they’d disappear inside to finish clean-
ing up, then, come back minus their aprons.
Only when the work was done, would those
aprons be removed.

I can’t help but mentally compare the
ultra perfect kitchens in vogue today with
the so very imperfect kitchens I remember
from long ago.  When I do, I realize that the
key element, life, which has always made
this room “the heart of the home” is missing.
Yet, those antiquated and humble kitchens
of my youth had it in abundance.  Without
life, a kitchen is lifeless; just a beautiful
room designed to be perfect for entertain-
ing.

Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

”Pistol” Pete McIntyre, a former Morgan
resident and ’69 St. Mary’s grad recently
retired from the Middlesex County Board of
Social Services, where he began working in
1971.  An avid SA Times reader, “Pistol”
looks forward to his first true summer vacation
since 1964.  In ’65, he got a paper route (The
Perth Amboy Evening News), and has
worked ever since.  Congratulations, Pete,
and enjoy!  (Photo by Jerry Smith)
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Obituaries
Beagan, Annette, 89, of Sayreville died

on April 1.
Boehm, Barry, 47, of Parlin died on

April 3.
Butkiewicz, Benedict W., 84, of

Sayreville died on March 23.
Chorpita, Michael Jr., 85, of Sayreville

died on April 1.
Corrente, Joseph P., 73, of Sayreville

died on April 1.
Delamotte, Robert J., 61, of Parlin died

on April 8.
Elliott, Mildred M., 76, formerly of

Morgan died on April 10.
Helstowski, Dorothy, 82, formerly of

Sayreville died on April 7.
Hulsart, Richard N. Sr., 71, formerly of

South Amboy died on April 12.
Hummell, Linda M., 54, of Sayreville

died on March 29.
Jackson, Marcella “Marcy,” 78, of

Parlin died on April 13.
Klimek, Alfred “Freddie,” 87, of

Sayreville died on March 25.
Kowaleski, Stanley C., 52, of South

Amboy died on March 28.
Lajewski, Mary M. Kapica, 97, for-

merly of South Amboy died on April 4.
La Monaca, Josephine, 77, formerly of

Sayreville died on March 30.
Levine, Jack, 90, of Sayreville died on

April 6.
McDonnell, Margaret M., 83, of South

Amboy died on April 15.
McQuade, Mary, 83, of South Amboy

died on April 7.
Novak, James S., 83, of Sayreville died

on April 11.
Phillips, Mary, 88, of South Amboy

died on April 1.
Quinn, Mary, 54, of Sayreville died on

March 30.
Rainone, Mary, 86, formerly of South

Amboy died on March 30.
Restivo, Santa, 79, of Sayreville died

on April 12.
Romano, Helen J., 90, of Sayreville

died on March 23.
Samuel, Elizabeth, 87, of Sayreville

died on April 11.
Sedlak, Helen F., 82, formerly of Parlin

died on April 16.
Wilson, Mary A., 94, formerly of South

Amboy died on April 8.
Witkowski, Robert J., 69, of Parlin died

on April 9.
Zielinski, Stella Swider, 88, of

Sayreville died on April 5.
Zierold, Donald A., 77, of Parlin died

on April 5.

Pink Pearl
Microphone

Susan G. Komen’s last wish, before she
passed away from breast cancer, was that a
cure be found for this devastating disease.
Susan’s sister promised her that she would
do everything she could to make that wish
come true.

This terrible disease has affected many
families and it is through research, educa-
tion, outreach programs and funding that
this disease will be eradicated once and for
all.  To this effort, Heil Sound has just
introduced the Pink Pearl PR-20P large dia-
phragm microphone.  This microphone,
which is blazoned with the pink ribbon on a
pink pearlescent finish, is designed for a
wide range of applications such as live sound,
commercial broadcast and recording.  Espe-
cially captivating, is the gorgeous upper mid
range that makes the Pink Pearl PR-20P the
absolute best live female vocal microphone.
Being a part of this worthwhile endeavor,
Heil Sound has committed to donating 10%
of the retail sale price of these beautiful
microphones to the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation.   In addition, as a local
distributor of this beautiful, completely new
dynamic technology microphone, Basement
Audio Inc. will also donate 10% of sales to
this special Foundation.  For more informa-
tion and how to purchase the PR-20P, please
contact Emerson Jones at Basement Audio
732-476-9668.  Together we can help make
this wish come true!
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Kringle the
penguin recently
visited South
Amboy Elementary
School. The PTO
presented a
number of
assemblies during
the day and
students learned
about all types of
penguins.  Kringle
is shown
mesmerizing some
of the pre-K
students from Mrs.
Stroz class.
Kringle resides at
Jenkinson’s
Aquarium in Point
Pleasant.  (Photo
by Brian Stratton)

Boy Scout Troop 91 invited Cub Scout pack 391 Webelos Raven Patrol to a Spring
Camporee held in the Kittatinny Mountain Scout Reservation (KMSR) this past weekend 4/
13-4/15. All scouts went to different stations to show their scouting abilities, in fire starting,
tomahawk throwing, sharp shooting, first aid, & knots/lashing, archery, map & compass
tracking animals. All the boys did a great job & all won awards. Pictured here on the left are
the scouts from 91 & their Scout Master Raymond Drill & the Webelos on the right & their
Leader Thomas Richter.

Confessions: Cast Of Characters
1954-1960

4 Accepted Into
Program

The Douglas Science Institute recently
accepted Brittany Larkin, Victoria LaVigne,
Melissa McClerry and Holly Wood into
their Summer Program Series.  The four
students from South Amboy Middle School
are in eighth grade.

50 students are selected each year from
applicants across the state.  The application
process is quite intense.  Students are re-
quired to write essays on four topics and
provide letters of recommendation detailing
their skills in both mathematics and science.
It is a truly an astounding accomplishment
for these four young ladies to have been
accepted into such a prestigious program.

This is a program sponsored by Rutgers
University – Douglass College for entering
9th grade women interested in pursuing math-
ematics and science in the future.  Students
reside at Douglass College for one week
during the summer.  During this time, they
take classes given by college professors,
attend field trips and conduct laboratory
investigations using the science facilities at
Rutgers University.

Great Job Girls!

The experience of growing up in South
Amboy in the mid 50’s was greatly enriched
for me by the following cast of characters,
some of whom are with us and some of
whom are gone. I present this list in the hope
that by seeing these names readers also from
that period of time will draw some of the
deep sense of joy that I have in having been
able to spend time with these great people .

Readers not from that time frame may
draw some insight into the richness of the
time by the ethnic diversity and colorful
quality that these names and nicknames
represent.

Marty Metzger, Whitey Volk, Ding-
Dong Kohler, Bobby Martin, Yeotes Downs,
Dave Inman, Soup Chuck Moyle, Moose
Connors, Ducky Flanagan, Yeo Hoe Teddy,
Inky Norek, Springtime Charlie, Pinger
Phillips, Kusshie Kurazwa, Mookie
Cizewski, Tank Leonard, Horse English,
Kidnap, Pequer Kurzawa, Lopy, Wisho,
Scoop Mc Carthy, Spatzie, Muzzie, Spider
Walsh, Dead Eye Trinley, Nip Noble, Hooter
Doolin’, Dickie Seagrave, Billy Hogan,
Ditter Mc Keon Joe Viggiano ( the hitter of
the first homerun ever in the South Amboy
little league ), Toby Tobasko, Joe Jankowski,
Jack Jankowski (the Sayreville one), Zeke
Christina, Ed Pachkowski, Red O’Connell
(with the T-bird), Tommy Deutsch, Billy
Deutsch, Joey Baranowski, Donnie
Baranowski, Dottie Baranowski, Leroy
Tomaszewski (Sayreville), Bobby Poetsch,
Paul Poetsch, Dave Inman, Ned Moran,
Tommy FitzMorris, Charlie Agan, Lois
Kurtz, Butch Tomazewski, Charlie Conroy,
Porky Brennan, Eddie Conroy, Adam
Lovely, Jimmy Higgins, Mr. Tustin, Sister
Rosemary, Smokey Ryan, Bullets Moran,
Eddie South, The Red Devil, Tom Ryan,
Babe Vona, Dennis Quinlan, Eddie Mc Keon,
Miss Albanese, Jerry Connors, Box Zebro,
Posty, Sy Warnowicz, Mr Heims, Trip,
Charley Steuber, Mr Leonard, Richie
Schultz, Jimmy Tedesco, Fidgie Stader,
Charly Travinski, Slick Orshulski, Mr
Charmello, Doc O’Leary, Ange Dooling,

Chief Quinlan, Dee Kelly, Jimmy Welch,
Marie Welch, Tommy Kalman, Vince
Poulson, Sadie Feffer, Tek, Obie, O’Brien,
Joe Gioffre, Msgr. Sullivan, Bevo Primka,
Mr. Zaleski, George Daly, Mr. O”Connor,
Abe Korb, Mr. Gendelak, Marie Wisneski,
Mr. Harrigan, Rita Jankowski, Joanie Smith,
Carol Conroy, Jukie Conroy, Mr. Abbatellio,
Mr Astarita, Pop Tarallo, Tony Tarallo,  Gus
Potts, Walter Jarescwicz, Lenny Lawson,
Charlie Schachel, Johnny Mc Quade, Billy
Borbely, Mr. Z, Mr. Dobrynski, Mary
Newman, Joanie Pruska, Frank Kitchen,
Jackie Seman, Skippy Minnick, Roger
Johnson, Eddie Dill, Woody Mc Carthy,
Jackie Lukie, Barbara Lukie, Wallio, Corky
Baranowski, Jackie Kreiger, Allie Ust, Paul
Ust, Charlie Moe, Jack Howley, Timmy
Quinlan, BooBoo Sullivan, Gene Dennen..

I’ll stop here and hope that my list has
done it’s job.

The Ghost

#1 Country Hits On
April 28
1993-She Don’t Know She’s Beautiful-
Sammy Kershaw
1988-I’ll Always Come Back-K.T. Oslin
1975-Blanket On The Ground-Billie Jo
Spears
1969-Galveston-Glen Campbell
1950-Long Gone Lonesome Blues-Hank
Williams
1949-Candy Kisses-George Morgan

Tommy James &
The Shondells
Facts

By Tom Burkard
-In 1959, at age 12, he formed his first

band “Tom and the Tornadoes.”  In ’63 he
formed the Shondells in his hometown of
Niles, Michigan.  -”Hanky Panky” was the
biggest hit in the summer of ’66.  -Tommy
had 23 gold singles, 9 gold and platinum
albums, and 2 number 1 hits, “Hanky Panky”
and “Crimson and Clover.”  Surprisingly,
“Mony Mony” peaked at #3.  -In 1968-69,
the band sold more single records (45’s)
than any artist in the world, including The
Beatles.  -They have sold over 100 million
records worldwide.

-Former Vice President Hubert H.
Humphrey and Tommy were good friends,
and the group performed during his presi-
dential campaign in ’68.  -The title of “Mony
Mony” was created from the MONY (Mu-
tual of New York) Insurance Co. building,
whose logo could be seen from Tommy’s
apartment.  -The group regrettably turned
down an offer to perform at the original
Woodstock Festival in ’69,  when his book-
ing agent described the event as “A stupid
gig on a pig farm in upstate New York.”  -
Tommy James & The Shondells were one
of the very first bands to produce music
videos, starting with “Mony Mony” in 1968,
thirteen years prior to MTV.

Golf Outing
Cardinal McCarrick High School will

hold its Annual Golf Outing on June 4th at
Pebble Creek Golf Club.  For complete
details, please contact Maureen Kemble at
732-721-0748 extension 243.
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The members of Beatlemania Now open up the night with a few songs from the “Ed Sullivan
era”.   To see all the photos go to our website www.thesatimes.com.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Moving on to the Sergeant Pepper era, Ringo gets a “Little Help From His Friends” at the
Beatlemania Now Show.  (Photo by Brian Stratton)

“Beatlemania Now”- A Big Hit
By Tom Burkard

Beatle Thoughts And Memories
By Jerry Smith

#1 Pop Hits On
April 28
2000-Maria Maria-Santana
1991-Baby Baby-Amy Grant
1985-We Are The World-USA For Africa
1971-Joy To The World-Three Dog Night
1966-(You’re My) Soul & Inspiration-Righ-
teous Bros.
1953-Pretend
1949-Cruising Down The River
1936-Lost

“Beatlemania Now” brought the com-
munity together.  It was good for St. Mary
and good for the town.  I enjoyed talking
with people before the show and during the
intermission.

As the songs kept coming, so did the
memories.  I thought about John Lennon and
George Harrison and wished we could have
had them with us a little longer.  I thought
about how the girls on my street argued over
which Beatle was the cutest.

During Beatlemania Now, I sat close
enough to Sister Esther to watch her really
“get into it.”  The image of her clapping
along is a stark comparison to the nuns of
our time, who ripped up Beatle magazines,
and branded musicians “immoral.”  When
you listen to some of the music that’s out
there today, I think The Beatles were rather
wholesome.  Every generation pushes the
envelope.  Are the 60’s really over?  Even
so, we can still catch “Beatlemania Now.”

New Music
By Phil Rainone-R&R Music DJ’s 732-316-9447

PURE 80’s DVD TOTALLY NEW WAVE (Universal)
These 15 video’s are some of the coolest,

funniest, and catchiest songs from a decade
that sometimes went to extremes on MTV to
entertain us.  From the Buggles’ wonder-
fully wacky, “Video Killed the Radio Star,”
to Soft Cell’s “Tainted Love,” the music and
the video never fail to grab your attention.
One hit wonders that were a staple of the era
include Men Without Hats, “Safety Dance”
and A-Ha’s “Take On Me” (Reel Big Fish
do a zany cover at their shows).  Innovative
bands like Duran Duran and Blondie exem-
plify what music videos were capable of,
leaving a strong impression on the music for
many years thereafter. –Fun stuff!

VAN MORRISON- At the Movies –
Soundtrack Hits (Capitol Records)

Here’s a collection of songs (19) from
Van the Man, that you’ll always remember,
featured in films you’ll never forget.  From
his most famous rocker “Gloria” (The Shad-
ows of Night do a great garage cover), to the
live duet between Roger Waters (Pink Floyd)
on “Comfortably Numb,” the music is a joy
ride of hits (“Brown Eyed Girl”) and clas-
sics (“Into the Mystic”-live & 4 other live
cuts).  These are songs you either know by
heart or will listen to again and again!  This
collection is more like a really cool “Best
Of” than just a collection of songs.  Hope-

fully they’ll give Van’s catalog a reissue and
a big box set soon!

80’s METAL GOLD (Universal)
This 2-disc set is the mother load of

80’s big hair, hard rock hits!  Thirty-two,
rock till you drop, air guitar-worthy tunes
that are meant to be played loud!  Frenzied
favorites include Twisted Sister’s “We’re
Not Gonna Take It” and Lita Ford’s (for-
mally of The Runaways) “Kiss Me Deadly.”
They also add some one hit wonders that
will spark your interest like Enuff Znuff’s
“New Thing,” or Autograph’s “Turn Up the
Radio.”  These are all sing along songs that
will break the Winter blues, or you’ll hear
boppin’ down the beach on a hot summer’s
day!

On March 31st, “Beatlemania Now”
took St. Mary’s Gym by storm, rekindling
many great memories for long-time Beatles
fans, as well as winning many new support-
ers in the youngsters who attended, but
weren’t even born when The Beatles were at
their peak in the 1960’s.

South Amboy’s, Kevin O’Connor, a
school worker, had the idea of bringing the
show to town to benefit St. Mary’s Elemen-
tary School.  He teamed with his boss, Cliff
Connors to plan every phase of the concert
in minute detail, and make it the huge suc-
cess that it was.  These two gentlemen and
many others put endless hours of planning
and hard work into making this show a
reality.

For many of us, who were around back
in the ‘60’s, this was a real nostalgia kick,
and a whole lot of fun.

Charlie Hetzel of South Amboy said,
“It brings back a lot of memories.  I really
enjoyed everything by Paul and the solo
stuff was good.”  John Ruszala of Sayreville
said that this was the fourth time in 35 years
he has seen Beatlemania.  “My favorite
songs are, “Gotta Get You Into My Life,”
and “Day Tripper.”

Steve Schmid of South Amboy said
“My favorite song was “A Day In The Life,”
because it captured the change of the era, a
metamorphosis from happy-go-lucky songs
to deep psychological ones.  I also enjoyed
the historical flashbacks on the screen such
as President Kennedy’s assassination, Mar-
tin Luther King’s “I Had A Dream” speech,
and Robert Kennedy’s assassination.”  He
also noted how cleverly the scoreboard in
the gym was set to read read:  Time: 19
minutes 64 seconds; Score:  Home 19 Visi-
tors 64, of course for the year of 1964 when
The Beatles arrived in the U.S.

At intermission, Cliff Connors (Co-
Chairman) said, “Everybody’s enjoying the
show.”

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary
said that he couldn’t pick a favorite song.  “I
liked the entire show.  When you’re a Beatles
fan, you like all the songs.”

The big night kicked-off with local

music man, Brian O’Connor singing “God
Bless America” and “The Star Spangled
Banner,” in which he  creatively incorpo-
rated 2 bars of “Day Tripper” as a prelude to
a night of Beatles music.  Brian also did a
superb job as MC for the evening.  Then it
was on to “Beatlemania Now”, which chro-
nologically traced The Beatles career from
their U.S. debut in 1964 to their grand finale
as a group in 1970.  Act One featured The
Beatle Invasion; Where It All Began; Help
and Beyond (Part 1 and 2).  After intermis-
sion, Act Two depicted Magical Years (Part
1-2); The Dream Is Over.  The costumes
were perfectly Beatlesque, changing through
the years with the styles, just as The Fab
Four did in the ‘60’s.  The big screen in the
background showed footage from major his-
torical events in the world, interspersed with
big Beatles events during that time, and
really had the memory banks turning.

“Beatlemania Now” really got the crowd
“into it,” by encouraging sing-a-longs on
many of the big hits, as well as hand-clap-
ping to the beat.  Adults and kids had a
smashing time!

The concert was the first at St. Mary’s
by a professional act since 1966, when many
top-notch recording acts performed.  The
band comprised of outstanding musician/
singers from Philadelphia and New Jersey
certainly took on the persona of The Beatles,
even using British accents when they spoke
throughout the show.  The group was su-
perb, not only musically, but also acting in
their roles of John, Paul, Ringo and George.
On the evening, they performed over 30
songs, and the crowd loved it!  Almost
everyone in the gym was standing and call-
ing for an encore, and “Beatlemania Now”
came back and finished a night to be remem-
bered.

Co-Chairman of the Fundraiser, Kevin
O’Connor said, “We had over 600 people.  It
was a top-notch performance.  The gym
looked like a concert arena.  It’s a good place
to put on shows.  It was very successful and
benefited St. Mary Elementary School.”

Congratulations to Kevin, Cliff and all
who worked so hard to make it the great
night it was!



South Amboy-Sayreville Times April 28, 2007   17

School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of 4/15/07)

No-Hitter Smile-Cardinal McCarrick’s pitcher, Eric Poltrictzky (c) flashes a big smile prior
to going out and pitching an Opening Day no-hitter against East Brunswick Vo-Tech. Coach
Frank Notaro (l), who recently won his 100th game as a varsity baseball coach, and catcher,
Justin Martinez (r) also pose for this momentous picture.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

South Amboy Connection-South Amboy residents and star players for East Brunswick Vo-
Tech, Andrew Myers (l) and Robert Applegate (r) are shown with Coach Mike Pede (c) prior
to the opener against Cardinal McCarrick at Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Baseball
Sayreville (5-0) Coach Mike Novak’s

talented club looks like one of the county’s
best.  Top hitters are Nick Ruszala, Ed
Goldmann, Rhett Fischer, Bob Pearson, Tom
Berardi.  Mike Rochford is (2-0), and Jim
Foley has a win and a save.

Cardinal McCarrick (4-2) Eric
Poltrictzky has racked up 3 consecutive
victories including a no-hitter.  Pitcher B.J.
Mackiel also looks terrific so far.  Rick
McCutcheon, Paul Conlon, Mike Harris,
Nick Borruso, Chris Mortenson and Justin
Martinez have provided lots of offensive
pop for Coach Frank Notaro’s Eagles.

South Amboy (2-1) Brian Seres and Joe
Bongiorno have excelled in pitching and
hitting for Coach Dennis Bourgeau’s Guvs.
Also ripping the ball are Jared Mundy and
John Cooney.
Softball

Sayreville (2-2) Last year’s ace,
Amanda Olender and Liz Montemurro each
have a win.  Stephanie and Whitney Zrebiec,
Chrissy Deleto, Olender and Montemurro
have hit very well for the Coach Christa
DeLucia’s Blue & Gray.

South Amboy (2-1) Two-time county
batting champion, Nicole Scarillo has been
hammering the softball once again in her
final year for rookie coach, Jennifer Will-
iams’ Lady Guvs.  Other standout hitters
include Sarah O’Connor, Katey Charmello,
Kayla Laratta, Jeri Anderson, Staciann
Sarno, and top pitcher, Amanda Parsons.

Cardinal McCarrick (0-4) Top hitters
for Coach Rich Geisheimer’s Lady Eagles
are Amy Pacansky, Emily Golembieski, and
Jessica Costa.

Boys Tennis
Sayreville (3-1) Top singles players are

Andrew Musyoka (4-0), Patnay Patel,
Siddharth Verma, Vaivhav Verma.  Look-
ing fine in doubles play are the teams of John
Koffler-Jay Patel; Kevin Pangilman-Steve
Libretti.

South Amboy (0-1)  Kevin Kotsak has
the only match win for the Guvs.
Golf

Cardinal McCarrick (2-1) Frank Greco
one of the county’s top golfers in ’06, has
won 2 contests.  Also looking good are Pat
Leonard, Sean Williams and Sam Howarth.

Sayreville (2-2) Joan Grankowski has
the lone first place showing.  Other fine
golfers are Peter and Andrew Siarkiewicz,
Jay Addino.
Boys Track

Sayreville (1-0) Early season winners
are: Elaijuwan Fain, Michael Knight, Ryan
Reed, Jon Vedia, Chris Stratton, Pedro
Morales, Ray Rodriguez, Matt Gruytch,
Brian Karlowitz.
Girls Track

Sayreville (1-0) Bombers looking good
out of the gate include: Chantel King, Heather
Miara, Shannon McKenna, Kayla Hubelo,
Alexa Cangelosi, Caitlyn Wriolie, Sarah
Barnes, Lynn Mayer, Suanette Rios,
Mathisen.

Rosario: All State
Cardinal McCarrick’s All-Time lead-

ing scorer, Vince Rosario was selected to
the 2nd team All Non-Public All State bas-
ketball squad.  Rosario, a senior, helped the
Eagles to a fine (19-7) record under Coach
Joe Lewis.  Congratulations!

Ratajczyk,
Moskowitz: All Area

Sayreville swimming sensations, Alex
Ratajczyk and Aaron Moskowitz were 1st
team All-Middlesex selections in the Star
Ledger.  Ratajczyk was chosen for the 50
free, and Moskowitz for the 100 free.  Con-
gratulations!

Nicola Leads
Monmouth U.

Jessica Nicola, a 2006 Sayreville War
Memorial HS graduate, has taken her tre-
mendous softball career to another level
with Monmouth University.  The talented
freshman has cracked the top 10 in the
Northeast Conference as of April 2 with a
(.382) batting average, .539 slugging pct., is
tied for #2 in RBI (16), and #5 in hits (29).
The team is a solid (15-8).  She has been
playing left field and a doing some catching
as well for the Division I school.

Local Playing For
RBC

Freshman Michael Nicola, a 2006
graduate of St. Mary Elementary School,
and a resident of Sayreville is pitching for
Red Bank Catholic High’s JV baseball team.
The talented youngster skipped the fresh-
man club, and made the JV’s.  His goal is to
pitch in the major leagues one day.

Wojcik Superb
John Wojcik played a major part in

leading Ramapo (22-8) to the NJAC Tour-
nament championship and a berth in the
NCAA Division III Tourney.  The talented
senior guard averaged 20.1 minutes a game,
as the valuable sixth man, ranking #3 with
24 three point field goals.  He also finished
with 80 points, 39 rebounds, 41 assists, and
21 steals.

Bartlinski, Aich
Sparkle

Freshman Joe Bartlinski is off to a fine
season at Kean University.  As of April 9,
the tall right-hander, a South Amboy HS
grad, is currently (2-0), and in 16.2 innings
pitched has struck out 23, and sports a 4.32
ERA.  In his latest win over Ramapo Col-
lege, Joe struck out 8 in 6 plus innings.
Brandon Aich, a sophomore from Sayreville
is (1-0), and in 18.2 innings, has fanned 15
batters, and has a miniscule 0.96 ERA.

Toth Stars At
College Of NJ

Sayreville graduate, Jeff Toth, has
turned in an outstanding year at The College
of New Jersey.  The stellar shortstop,  a
Junior College All-America selection last
season, is stinging the ball for an impressive
.333 avg.  He leads the Lions in home runs
with 4, and is #2 in hits (22), and RBI (18).
Jeff also has been playing some fine defense
for TCNJ.

Eagles Shock Guvs
B.J. Mackiel fired a brilliant 3-hitter

and struck out 14, to lead Cardinal McCarrick
to a 10-6 upset victory over cross-town rival
South Amboy, in Game #1 of the City Series
in baseball.

Mike Harris blasted a double, 3-run
homer, and had 5 RBI’s to lead the Eagles.
Paul Conlon and Rick McCutcheon con-
tributed 2 hits apiece.  Brian Seres led SA
with 2 hits including a 2-run homer, and
drove in 4.  Jared Mundy drilled a double.

SA Tops McCarrick
The South Amboy Lady Guvs softball

squad walloped Cardinal McCarrick, 11-1,
in Game #1 of the City Series.  Nicole
Scarillo blasted a single, double and solo
home run, and Sarah O’Connor unloaded a
2-run dinger to power the Purple & Gold.
Katey Charmello laced a double to aid win-
ning pitcher Amanda Parsons.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come to

You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch my
soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch my heart
with Your courage and infinite love for all.  Touch my
mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may always
proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out to You
in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by my
example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me health
in body and spirit so that I may serve You with all my
strength.  Touch gently this life which you have created.
Amen -T.B.
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Fredi Gonzalez, the Marlins’ new man-
ager, has exited the clubhouse and is walk-
ing towards the batting cages when he spots
Jack and comes over to give Jack a big
greeting. “It’s good to see you, you’re look-
ing great,” says Fredi to Jack. “You’re not
here to replace me are you?” he kids Jack.

Jack assures Fredi he’s only here in
Florida for a few weeks before heading back
home to North Carolina. “I’m here to help
the team, and keep the fans happy,” Jack
says. “But if you need any help, let me know.
I’m here for you,” assures Jack as he takes a
long puff of his ever present cigar.

“Jack, will you sign this glove for my
son?”

As Jack works his way around the com-
plex, one player after another comes over to
talk with him. One in particular, Dontrelle
Willis, gives Jack a big, welcoming hand-
shake and says “We did some great magic
together didn’t we?” he says rhetorically,
referring to the 2003 World Series victory.

Jack takes another puff of his cigar and
his eyes twinkle when he talks of the 2003
season with Dontrelle.

“I loved working with (Miguel) Cabrera
and Willis and all the other players on that
team. I loved bringing them along. They are
great kids and they have great careers ahead
of them,” Jack says proudly as he walked
towards one of the practice fields in the huge
complex the Marlins share with the St. Louis
Cardinals. “This year the Marlins have a
young team with a lot of potential. I’d like to
see some more magic from them this sea-
son.”

The requests are numerous throughout
this day and the 14 others he will spend with
the Marlins before the regular season be-
gins. His baseball day usually starts around
6:30 a.m. and ends at least two hours after
the last pitch is thrown in the early evening
hours. He’ll sit around and talk baseball
with anyone who wants to listen. And there
are many who will sit and talk baseball with
Jack. Rest assured that Jack will be the last
to leave.

“Jack, please let me take a picture of
you with my son.”

It’s readily easy to see Jack loves the
people and they love him. He’s like a mag-
net. Wherever he goes in the training com-
plex, he attracts people, fans and players
alike. And you can bet your last dime he will
honor just about any request of any fan,
whether that fan roots for the Marlins or the
Yankees.

“I’ll get these people who come up to
me and ask me for my autograph. They’ll
thank me. Then they’ll tell me ‘it’s hard for
me to like you because you beat my Yan-
kees’” during the Marlins’ illustrious trip to
their 2003 World Series Championship
against the New York “pin stripers.”

But the fans like Jack literally. Hun-
dreds of people revere Jack each spring day
this week here in Jupiter as he walks around
in his uniform.

His mind is sharp even though he was
the oldest manager at age 72 to lead his team
to the World Series Championship, beating
Casey Stengel’s record when Casey won his
last World Series with the Yankees when
Casey was 70.

When discussing his own age, Jack

winks and teases that if another opportunity
came along, he might be tempted. “I love
this game, I love the activity, I love working
with the young players. This is my life,” he
said. And he looks like a man with plenty of
life in him.

Jack is fit and trim for someone who is
76. In fact it would be easy to mistake him
for someone in his early 60s. “I work out
every day at home,” he said proudly. “I’ll
spend a half hour to an hour each day on the
treadmill. And when I’m on the road, I’ll get
out and jog or walk.”

This particular week, he did have an
ever-so-slight limp which he attributes to
“overdoing the exercise thing. I worked out
too hard a few weeks ago, and it (the new
hip) must have gotten inflamed,” he said,
causing a minor setback on his recovery
from hip replacement surgery back in De-
cember.

“Give me another few weeks, and I’ll be
back to normal,” he promised.

 “Hey Jack, you’re the greatest; you
brought Florida another World Series cham-
pionship.”

It has been a long road traveled by one
of South Amboy’s favorite sons.

The trip started years ago growing up on
John Street, one of four children. There was
sister Kathleen whose untimely death came
at the far too young age of 31. Jack’s brother
Bill (“Biff”) who, after a long and distin-

guished high school coaching career in
Middlesex County and his “part time” job of
major league scout, moved to Evansville,
Indiana to eventually retire.

And of course Jack’s sister, Marge, who
still lives in South Amboy and could argu-
ably be Jack’s biggest fan.

But there’s strong competition for the
honor of “Jack’s biggest fan” from his bride
of 53 years, Carol. Between them, they raised
the four K’s: Kristi, Kelly, Kori and Kasey,
who Jack will tell you proudly is assistant
general manager of the Colorado Rockies.
And of course the four K’s have in turn given
to Jack and Carol nine wonderful grandchil-
dren.

While grandson Zack is a pitcher for
Elon University, Jack’s alma mater, not all
of Jack’s kin gravitate to baseball. Grandson
Kellan is wrestling team captain at Duke

Words of Wisdom-Florida Marlins’ manager Fredi Gonzalez (l) listens to advice from
former Marlins’ skipper Jack McKeon, one of the greatest of all-time.

Continued in our May 26th Issue

(Editor’s Note: This story was written
on Saturday, March 24, during Spring Train-
ing. Ron’s story includes events that hap-
pened during the preceding week, inter-
spersed with events from Jack McKeon’s
past.)

JUPITER, Florida - You’ll probably
get an argument here and there that Jack
McKeon is “retired.”

After all, this South Amboy native did
call it a career as a major league baseball
manager at the end of the 2005 season when
he stepped down as field boss of the Florida
Marlins.

But his world does not end there for the
man who guided the Marlins to a magical
World Series Championship in 2003, for
which he was named National League Man-
ager of the Year by the Baseball Writers
Association of America. In his three win-
ning seasons with the Marlins, Jack accu-
mulated an overall record of 241-207 (.538).

Some people will raise the question of
what is the actual definition of retirement,
while others will readily point out that Jack
is busier now than ever. After all, Jack
carries the title: Special Advisor to Marlins’
owner, Jeffrey H. Loria.

By Jack’s own admission, he’s not ac-
tually retired, only “between jobs.”

But retired, working part time, or wait-
ing for the next  baseball managerial “oppor-
tunity” to come along, Jack McKeon re-
mains an iconic celebrity much in demand
as he walks throughout the Florida Marlins’
spring training complex here at Roger Dean
Stadium.

“Jack, can I have your autograph?”
Luis Dorante, Jack’s bullpen coach

during the 2005 season, comes over and
gives Jack a big hug. “You’re looking great,”
says Luis who will manage the Jupiter
(Florida) Hammerheads this season.

Luis has a lot in common with Jack;
both have spent considerable time manag-
ing in the minors. And it’s obvious by Luis’
body language that he has a great deal of
admiration for Jack.

Jack McKeon: The Peoples’ Manager - Part 1
Exclusive Feature and Photos by Ron Kukulski

Former South Amboy resident, Ron Kukulski (l) caught up with his friend, legendary
baseball manager Jack McKeon (r) at the Florida Marlins’ Spring Training Complex at
Jupiter, Florida.  Back in the 1970’s, Ron was Sports Editor for The News Tribune.

The Past & The Present-Florida Marlins’
manager Fredi Gonzalez (l) with Jack
McKeon (r) who managed the 2003 World
Series Champion Marlins.

Prize Pupil-Pictured during a break at
Spring Training is Marlins’ ace pitcher,
Dontrelle Willis (l) who won the NL Rookie-
of-the-Year Award under manager Jack
McKeon (r) in 2003.

University.
Jack attended the College of Holy Cross

and Seton Hall University before graduat-
ing North Carolina’s Elon College in 1963.
It was a treasured honor for Jack to go back
there last year and be the

graduation day speaker. Two years ago he
received an honorary doctorate degree from
Barry University (FL).

As a speaker, Jack is in big demand. Be
it Florida, New Jersey, North Carolina or
somewhere else, Jack represents the Mar-
lins as a speaker at numerous charitable
fundraisers and charity golf tourneys.

During an “off” day Wednesday, Jack
hopped into his car and drove to Fort Lau-
derdale where he addressed an American
Cancer Society luncheon. Needless to say,
he signed his autograph on everything from
programs to linen napkins. He also posed
with fans for more than a few photos.

“Give me a big smile, Jack, I want to
take your picture and send it to my grandson
in New Jersey.”
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The Local Sports Memory Machine
By Tom Burkard

From The Youth League Archives

Pictured is the talented Komars baseball team that competed in the South Amboy Babe Ruth
League.  The photo is taken circa 1958.  Top row (l-r) Sidney Komar, sponsor, Pat Marotta,
Tom Fitzmorris, Bill Subjack, Frank Ruszala, George Keenan, Coach Lou Subjack.  2nd Row
(l-r) ?, Tom Ryan, Vince Wisniewski.  Bottom row (l-r) Jack Gallaher, Bob Kupcha, George
Stramback.  Front-Tony Ruszala, batboy.  (Names provided courtesy of Tony Ruszala)

Glory Days In
Local Sports

1945-Hoffman jolted
Jamesburg, 4-0 in baseball.  Jack
Tice was the winning pitcher, with
5 K’s in 5 innings.  Jim Croddick

ripped a single, and double and
had 2 RBI.  Gene Munn went
2-for-3.  1959-Sayreville

stopped Metuchen 6-4 in diamond action.
Winning pitcher, Jack Jankowski ripped 2
singles and a double.  Tony Piatek stroked a
2-base hit.  1966-Charlie Lynch blasted a
walk-off homer to lead Sayreville to a 2-1
victory over the Woodbridge baseball team.
Dale Kurowsky fired a 5-hitter for the win in
his first varsity start.  Greg Chierchie added
an RBI single.  1971-St. Mary’s girls’ tennis
team throttled Perth Amboy St. Mary’s, 5-0.
Winning in singles were Donna Zientek;
Cathy Polinski; Dee Hulihan.  Doubles win-
ners were Bridget Hulihan-Debbie
Menichini; Diane Gorman-Floretta Brown.
1985-Hoffman destroyed Dunellen, 13-4 in
diamond action.  Winning pitcher Scott
Gumprecht fired a 5-hitter and struck out 11.
Billy Moskal drilled 2 singles and a triple,
with 2 RBI.  Tom Skarzynski and Steve
Chrzaszcz had 2 RBI apiece.  1994-St.
Mary’s opened its baseball season with a 21-
5 rout over St. Peter’s.  Tom McCreary
blasted 2 triples and had 3 RBI.  Brian
DeYoung added 3 RBI in support of win-
ning pitcher, Jim Christie.  2001-Sayreville’s
golf squad beat Timothy Christian, 229-
238.  Ryan Worden finished 1st with a 40
and Eric Slack was tied for 3rd with a 44.

T.H.E.
Game

By Tom Burkard

Sport-Softball
Year-1998
Teams-South Amboy (7-2) vs. St. Mary’s
(6-2) (City Series, Game #2)
Recap-Kim Peterson had a huge game, hit-
ting a double to tie the game in the fourth
inning, and another two-bagger for the go-
ahead runs in the 6th.  She finished 3-for-4
with 4 RBI.  Kristen English had a 2-for-4,
2 steals game, and Nicole Magnifico was the
winning pitcher.
MVP-Kim Peterson

Player Identified
Sayreville’s Recreation Director, Jerry

Ust identified one of the unknown Morgan
Firemen Little League players who appeared
in last month’s “From The Youth League
Archives” photo.  Ust, who was a star player
on the team told us that one of the unknowns
was none other than Don Huneke!  We later
heard from Don Huneke, who identified a
few of his other teammates: Joey Tkatch,
Kevin Wistuba and Batboy Buddy Walczak.
The Coach was Roy Huneke.

PLEASE
PATRONIZE

OUR
ADVERTISERS
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Past Grand Knight James Carney (r) and one of his guests, Sara Gebhardt (c) enjoy meeting
the Easter Bunny, portrayed by PGK Marty Lampart, at the Annual Breakfast with the
EasterBunny, which was held at the South Amboy Knights of Columbus #426 Council Home
on Palm Sunday.

Cardinal McCarrick High School students made and donated 82 Easter baskets to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society for its Easter food pantry.  The St. Vincent de Paul Society greatly
appreciates and thanks the students for their donation to other needy children in the
community.Camp To Fight Cancer

Super Activities Camp joins the Lance
Armstrong Foundation’s (LAF) fight against
cancer by raising funds through a children’s
activities day camp. The Super Activities
Camp allows individuals in the Sayreville
area to do something bold in the face of
cancer by supporting the mission of the LAF
to inspire and empower people affected by
cancer.

The Super Activities Camp has pledged
to raise funds for the LAF by hosting a
children’s activities day camp. The director
of the activities camp, Richard K.
Gluchowski, a teacher and coach at
Sayreville War Memorial High School holds
cancer research dear to his heart.  His father,
John A. Gluchowski, Sr. has survived two
battles with cancer and is doing well be-
cause of the aid of many wonderful doctors
and treatments.  “The help of many good
people and the ability to help my father with
effective treatments has given him the abil-
ity to enjoy his grand children.”

“Cancer research and fundraising for
this cause is very important to me and to my

entire family,” Gluchowski said.
With the help of many of Gluchowski’s

friends in the Sayreville School District, he
will be able to host The Super Activities
Camp for children entering the 4th grade
through the 9th grade for a wonderful fun-
filled experience of some sport specific ac-
tivities.  Activities such as Red Rover,
kickball, dodge ball, volleyball, Simon Says,
Amoeba Tag, and many other activity-based
games will be the core of the camp.  The
activities camp will take place June 18th
through June 22nd, 2007 at Sayreville War
Memorial High School.  The camp registra-
tion fee is $185.00 per participant and all
information about the camp can be found at
www.beactivehavefun.com.

“I am proud to join thousands of other
LAF supporters around the world in raising
much needed funds,” Gluchowski said. “To-
gether, we are helping people with cancer
live life on their own terms.”

Funds raised through the Super Activi-
ties Camp will enable the LAF to continue
helping people across the nation with the

physical, emotional and practical challenges
of cancer. Since its inception in 1997, the
LAF has awarded more than $29 million to
cancer survivorship programs and research.

About the Lance Armstrong Founda-
tion:

The Lance Armstrong Foundation in-
spires and empowers people affected by
cancer. We provide the practical tools and
resources survivors need to live life on their
own terms. Our goal is to create a fundamen-
tal change in the expectations and experi-
ence of living with cancer and to lead and
sustain a survivorship movement to help
eliminate suffering due to cancer. We be-
lieve that in the battle with cancer, unity is
strength, knowledge is power and attitude is
everything. The LAF was founded in 1997
by cancer survivor and champion cyclist
Lance Armstrong and is located in Austin,
Texas.   Information about the Foundation
can be found at www.livestrong.org.
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WWW.?

This picture was taken in either South Amboy or Sayreville.  Do you know what it is, and the
location?  Let us know.  Send your answers to: satimes@aol.com.

Railroad  Photo

LETTERS

Last Month’s Winners
The correct answer to last month’s

WWW.? contest was the Protection Engine
Company #1 on Feltus St. in South Amboy.
Many entrants mistakenly guessed that it
was Mechanicsville Fire Company on
Raritan St.

The winners: Kathy Virgillo; Teri
Yetsko; Paul & Bonnie Nagy; Thomas Par-
sons & the Protection Engine Co. #1 mem-
bers; Estelle Pluskota; Mary Ann
Matarangolo, Mary Agnes Morris, W.T.
Kross, Gus Galley, Don Zrebiec.  Congratu-
lations!

The old railroad bridge photo was iden-
tified by two people.    Gus Galley of South
Amboy said that, “It’s a picture of the old
Bordentown Ave. bridge that ran next to the
current South Amboy Post Office, over the
railroad tracks, to meet Mason Ave.  It was
an old wooden plank bridge that I remem-
ber, caught on fire a couple times when I was
a youngster.  The engine looks like one of
the first four, maybe #2 or #3 engine of the
Raritan River Railroad.”   Don Zrebiec,
formerly of South Amboy said, “Based on
the locomotive’s number, it was not a Raritan

River Railroad engine.  If the photo was
taken in South Amboy, it had to be either on
the tracks that run through downtown SA or
on the tracks that run from the bridge over
the Raritan River, over lower Main St., over
the Hole-In-The-Wall, under Rt. 9/35, un-
der Washington Rd. (Deep Cut), over Ernston
Rd., and then to Browns Yard in Sayreville
not far from the old Sunshine Biscuit fac-
tory.”

Does anyone really know the answer to
this puzzling photo?  Let us know.

Dear Mr. Burkard,
Enclosed please find a check for $18 for

a subscription for The SA Times.  I currently
have one with you and have been passing the
paper around to my sisters, formerly from
South Amboy, and they love it!  They live
close to each other, and I’m quite a distance
from them, and I would like to have the
paper delivered to them directly.  Keep up
the good work!  I look forward to bringing a
little bit of “Home” to Florida!

Thank You,
Rita Waitt (Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hi Tom,
Enclosed is my check for $18 that will

get me another year of the “Priceless” South
Amboy-Sayreville Times.  Just finished read-
ing and enjoying the March issue, and I look
forward to the next 12 issues as well.

Like fine wine, your newspaper keeps
getting better and better.  It provides me with
a great way to stay in touch with South
Amboy.

Your Good Friend,
Ron Kukulski (Formerly of SA)
Florida

Hi,
I want to thank you for putting the

picture of my grandfather, next to the train,
in the March issue of The SA Times.  This
newspaper is really nice and brings back
many memories.  My husband, Dan, thinks
the picture was taken at lower Main St.,
South Amboy, where there was a double
track, and the train bridge showing over the
top was the one that eventually went over
the Hole-In-The-Wall in Mechanicsville.
Not sure though.  Thanks again for putting
grandpop’s picture in, he would have liked
that.

Sincerely,
Louise Clayton Ostrowski

Hi Tom,
Just wanted to thank you for the beauti-

ful piece you wrote about my Dad, Ed
Zrebiec.  My sister, who still lives in South
Amboy, showed it to me at Easter.  Al-
though I am prejudice, I think you captured
his spirit very well.

You write very well.  My mother has
always said how much she enjoys reading
your newspaper.  She can tell what a nice
person you are because of the complimen-
tary way you speak about people.  She loves
the subject matter of your paper, and saves
articles for me to read.  Nice work!  Our high
school English teachers (Mr. Lucas?) would
be proud.

Thanks again for your kind words.
Sincerely,
Marge (Zrebiec) Shearer
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my check for a year’s sub-

scription to The SA Times.  I enjoy the paper
very much!

Ruth Spencer (Formerly of SA)

Tom,
I’m happy to be a subscriber once again!

I missed The SA Times.  You do an excellent
job with this newspaper!

Betty Coman Philion
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Hi Tom,
Just have to say, the latest edition of The

SA Times is jam packed with great stuff,
you do a great job!  Keep up the good work!

Terry Kelly
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my check for renewal to

The SA Times.  Keep up the great work!  I
always look forward to reading the next
issue.

Dorothy Weis
(Formerly of SA)
Virginia

continued on  page 23
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Local Baseball Legends
Exclusive Features and Photos By Tom Burkard

The 60th Anniversary Of Allie Clark And
Jackie Robinson’s Rookie Season

Allie Clark
Kenny Rogers

Rogers Struck Out Jackie Robinson
South Amboy native, Kenny Rogers,

while pitching for the Macon Peaches South
Atlantic Minor League baseball team in
1949, was given the challenging assignment
of facing the fearsome Brooklyn Dodgers
Major League Baseball team in an exhibi-
tion game.

The big right-hander throttled the Dodg-
ers for the first 4 innings, allowing only one
hit, while striking out 4.  His most notable
strikeouts included Major League Baseball’s
first black player, the legendary Jackie
Robinson, who was baffled by a big-breaking
Rogers’ curveball, and took a called strike
three.   Robinson was the ’47 Rookie-of-the-
Year, and later went on to the Hall-of-Fame.
He also whiffed the great shortstop, Pee Wee
Reese, a perennial All-Star, and also a Hall-
of-Famer.  “They could have been the best I
ever faced,” Rogers said.

The legendary Gil Hodges put an end to
Rogers’ early dominance by blasting a solo
home run in the 5th inning.  Rogers joked, “I
helped Hodges with a home run.”  Kenny also
faced Hall-of-Famers Duke Snider and Roy
Campanella on that memorable day in ’49.

Kenny played in the minors for 7 years
before hanging up his spikes for the last
time.  “I retired at 26.  I had a sore arm, plus
it was no longer a game, it was work.  If I
could, I’d do it in a minute, all over again,”
he said.

He had the opportunity to play on the
same team and against many greats who
were in the big leagues, or eventually made
it.  The Pittsburgh Pirates played Birming-
ham once, and Rogers pitched.   Ralph
Kiner, a power-hitting outfielder, who went
on to a career as Mets’ broadcaster, and also
made the Baseball Hall-of-Fame, blasted a
towering homer, that Rogers’ still remem-
bers vividly.  “I helped Kiner make it to the
Hall-of-Fame, “he laughed.  He hit one 360
feet that cleared a clock, which was 40 feet
in the air.  He hit it over the clock!  My
teammate Lou Davis said, ‘He didn’t hit the
ball that hard.  It scraped the paint off the
back of the fence.”

Some other notables included team-
mates, Walt Dropo, (1950 AL Rookie-of-
the-Year), the fiery Jimmy Piersall (Who
ran the bases backwards when he hit his
100th HR while with the Mets in the 60’s),
Lew Burdette, Ken’ roommate at

Amsterdam, who went on to fame with the
Milwaukee Braves, and knuckleball pitcher
Barney Schultz (Who gave up Mickey
Mantle’s record-breaking HR in the ’64
World Series).  When Rogers was in the
Navy in WW II, he pitched for the great
Johnny Mize and Merrill May.  Other man-
agers included Paul “Daffy” Dean and
“Dixie”Walker. He once met Hall-of-Famer
Ted Williams at the Macon Hotel, and Wil-
liams asked, “How ya’ hittin’ ‘em kid?”
Rogers replied, “Straight up in the air.”

Rogers had three big league tryouts, all
quite interesting.  He said, “I wore a Yankee
uniform in 1945, right after the service at
Yankee Stadium, when I threw batting prac-
tice for the Yankees rinky-dinks who were
left behind when the rest of the team was
playing in Boston.”  He also tried out at
Ebbets Field in Brooklyn home of the Dodg-
ers, and Ken, who was not known for his
hitting, got a base hit in his only at bat.  Ken
went to a 2-day tryout at Lakewood, NJ, and
was assigned Hall-of-Famer Carl Hubbell’s
old New York Giants uniform.  Hubbell’s
name was embroidered on back of the pants
and shirt.  Rogers kept it.  He said, “If I only
had it today!  What would it be worth?  The
memory is worth a bundle!”

Benny Kolodziejski

Kolodziejski: Almost A Cardinal

Neumann Played Pro Ball
South Amboy’s Rudy Neumann was a

fabulous pitcher for Hoffman HS in 1945,
going (7-1), and making All-County and
All-State teams.  His most memorable game
was when he pitched a no-hitter to beat
Rumson, 7-0 in the Shore Conference Cham-
pionship game.

His favorite high school teammates were
Jimmy Croddick, George Munck, Gene
Munn, Jack Tice, John Bodenmann and Joe
Zera.  Rudy also played basketball.  As a
youngster, his favorite player was Brooklyn
Dodgers shortstop, Pee Wee Reese.

After high school, he went into the
Marine Corps from 1945-47.  While in China,
he ran into a friend of his from South Amboy
Bob Eppinger, also a marine, who was going
back to the states, while Rudy was just
coming into serve in China.  “I was there for
16 months.  It was a different world,” he
stated.  In ’48, Neumann was signed by the
Detroit Tigers to their Miami, Oklahoma
team, in the KOM League, and was (9-6).
He certainly enjoyed the minor leagues.  “It
was wonderful!  Everyone wasn’t cut-throat
down there.  They were your friends, and
you tried to help one another out.”  He was
promoted in ’49, and as a relief specialist,
went (6-5) for Topeka, Kansas Class C club.
He hit a home run in his last at bat one game,
and the next game he hit one in his first at
bat, (2 consecutive HR’s) pretty impressive
for a pitcher!  He moved up again, this time
to Class B, Bridgeport, where he pitched
briefly, before calcium deposits in his pitch-
ing elbow forced him to retire.  If he could do
it all over again, Rudy said that, “I’d change
the conditioning of my body.  I’d take care
of my elbow which I hurt, and make sure I
was in good shape.”

Rudy worked for the South Amboy
Post Office for 20 years, and was forced into
retirement because of a heart attack.  He is
very proud of his 4 children, who were all
outstanding athletes at H.G. Hoffman HS.
Rudy and Randy were All-State baseball
players, and Judy and Barbara were standout
softball players.  “They all did very well,” he
said.

Neumann’s favorite hobby is salt water
fishing.  Many years ago, he was an avid and
accomplished bowler.  “I bowled 6 nights a
week and won a lot of trophies,” he said.  His
highest average was 184, and high game
was 278.  He once had 10 strikes in a row.
Rudy also follows the Yankees and said his
favorite player was Bernie Williams.

Rudy Neumann

Jackie Robinson and South Amboy’s
Allie Clark both made their Major League
Baseball debuts in 1947, and this year marks
the 60th Anniversary of their rookie season.

On April 15, 1947, Robinson gained
the distinction of becoming the first Afri-
can-American to play in a Major League
Baseball Game.  He was an outstanding
player, and became an impact performer,
almost from his first start with the Brooklyn
Dodgers.  Robinson overcame all types of
abuse and torment from fans and other preju-
diced players, but rose above all the animos-
ity to win the first-ever Rookie-Of-The-
Year Award.  In addition, Jackie went on to
a standout career, and later entered the Base-
ball Hall-Of-Fame at Cooperstown, NY.

Around the same time that Robinson
was debuting with the Dodgers, a young and
very talented New York Yankee farmhand,
and South Amboy native, Allie Clark was
embarking on a superb year at Newark, the
Yankees top farm club.

Clark, a power-hitting outfielder, cer-
tainly caught the eyes of the front office, by

belting 23 home runs, driving in 86 runs, and
batting a lofty .334, before getting called up
to Yankee Stadium in August.  Allie, who
wore the famous uniform number 3, which
was worn by Babe Ruth, quickly made a
positive impression on the baseball world.
In 24 games with NY, he pounded the ball
for a .373 batting avg., while ripping 25 hits,
getting 14 RBI, and his first big league home
run on Aug. 6, 1947 off Bill McCahan.  In
the World Series against the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers and Jackie Robinson, Clark pinch hit for
the great Yogi Berra in Game 7, and lined a
base hit, to drive in the insurance run, as the
Yankees won 4-2 to become World Series
Champions.

In a recent interview, Allie remem-
bered Jackie Robinson:  “A lot of guys were
against him, but it didn’t bother me when
Jackie broke in.  What he had going for him
was that Gil Hodges and Pee Wee Reese
liked him, and they were the great players on
the team at that time.  Dixie Walker was the
only guy on the Dodgers that was against
him.

I played against Jackie Robinson in the
minor leagues, and in the ’47 World Series,
and everybody got along with him.  He was
a good ballplayer.  He proved it by being the
first black in the majors.  He took an awful
lot of abuse but he hung in there,” said Clark.

In 1946, Allie Clark, while playing for
Newark, battled Montreal’s Jackie Robinson
for the International League batting title.
The race went down to the wire, with
Robinson taking the crown with a .347 mark
to Clark’s second place, superb .344 avg.

Can you imagine being a baseball fan,
back in ’47?  The great Jackie Robinson
taking Major League Baseball by storm, and
South Amboy’s very own, Allie Clark hav-
ing his dream come true by playing for the
New York Yankees!  It must have been one
very exciting and historical season!

*Next Month: Don’t miss Part 1 of
Tom Burkard’s multi-series, “Allie Clark:
Forever A New York Yankee,” a most inter-
esting life story of South Amboy’s first
major league baseball player.

South Amboy’s own Benny Kolodziejski
was an All-County, All-State catcher for St.
Mary’s in 1932.  In addition, he was a fine
basketball player and excelled in track &
field.  He was a 4-year varsity player on all
three sports teams.  If you have ever re-
searched any old newspapers back then, you
would not find the name Kolodziejski in any
of the boxscores.  That’s because SM Coach,
Anton “Molly” Maliszewski changed
Benny’s last name to Budniak, because in
Benny’s words, “Kolodziejski was too long,
and Budniak was easier to spell.”   Benny or
his parents “Did not mind the name change at
all,” he said.  He had a brother who played for
South Amboy HS, and his last name was
changed to Kolo.  They played against each
other in the City Series.  Benny said that St.
Mary’s best player was Lou Lagoda, and
South Amboy’s was “Toots” Prasnal.  After
high school, Kolodziejski played a lot of
baseball.  “You name the team, and I was
there,” Benny said.

He was a big Chicago Cubs fan whose

favorite players were Rogers Hornsby and
catcher Gabby Hartnett.  “They were great,”
Benny said.

Budniak got a tryout with the St. Louis
Cardinals, and they were very impressed
with his abilities, and signed him to an $85 a
month contract.  The New York Giants gave
him a tryout also, and he recalled being
thrilled “Walking from center field at the
Polo Grounds into the Giants clubhouse.”
New York who had Hall-of-Famers Bill Terry,
Mel Ott, and Carl Hubbell at the time wanted
Benny to break the contract, but he couldn’t
and was supposed to go to Spring Training
with the Cards.  He fell in love and decided to
get married instead, and never did play pro
ball or get to collect the $85 a month.  “There
was no big money in the big leagues back
then,” he said.

He worked for many years at the Cable
Works and was a catcher for their team in the
Industrial League.  “If you played baseball,
you could get a job anywhere,” Kolodziejski
said.  One of the best teams he ever played for
was the 1941 Sacred Heart club that won the
South Amboy City Baseball League champi-
onship.  Benny also umpired all over the
county and state for about 30 years, and was
one of the finest, and most fair umpires around.

Benny worked on the Middlesex County
Road Dept. for over 25 years, as a laborer and
equipment operator for his first 10 years, and
then, the foreman’s position for 15 years,
from which he retired.  My dad, the late Frank
Burkard, was an equipment operator, who
had the highest regard for Benny and said that
he was a wonderful boss.

Kolodziejski was a gunners’ mate in the
Army in World War II, and fought at the
Invasion of Normandy. He said that, “We
were the first American ship that made it to
the beach on D-Day, June 6th.  A lot of our
men got killed.”

Sadly, Benny, who will be 93 on Sept.
29, said that “The government never gave me
any medals” for his bravery and risking his
life for his country.  It sure would be nice if
Benny gets his well-deserved rewards for
fighting for the United States of America.
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On Wednesday April 11, 2007 members of Chapter 233 Vietnam veterans of America
attended the burial of Louis Rony, a Vietnam Era veteran who died on March 27th. Louis
didn’t have any family, or close friends except for one man named Ernie LaDante who met
them at the Chapel at the cemetery. Louis Rony was inter at Brigadier General William C.
Doyle Memorial Cemetery in Arneytown. Arrangements were made with the help of
Middlesex County Surrogate Kevin Hoagland, Joseph Ziemba of the Department of
Veterans Internment. Hugh Rone, director of The Gundrum Service provided a hearse for
the ceremony at no fee.
Pictured from left to right are: Nellie Malet, Ernie LaDante, Jim Hixon, Rev. Hazel Shue, Skip
Coglianese, Jack Muldey, Joesph Ziemba, Lenny Mundy, Ed Marzzak, Ray Lo Largo, Hugh
Rone, Carol Ioannides.

Let’s Talk Tech
By Michael J. Elson, MCDST

Just Google it!  In case you didn’t know,
Google is one of the premier search engines
available to you on the Internet.   In addition
to incredibly fast and accurate searches,
Google offers many other top-notch ser-
vices for free.  For example, Gmail, Google’s
free email service, offers you 2 Gigabytes of
storage for free.  Once you get a Gmail
account, you then have access to Google
Calendar.  With Google Calendar, you can
access your calendar from any Internet con-
nected computer. And best of all, you can
share your calendar with friends and family
making coordination a simple task.  It can
lso be configured to email you reminders of
upcoming events.

Google also has what I consider to be
it’s bets new feature, a full fledged word
processor and spreadsheet program that runs
directly from your browser.  Gone are the
days of having to purchase Microsoft Word,
Excel or Works or WordPrefect or what-
ever.  With Google, you can create, edit and
save documents and spreadsheets from any
computer.  Sharing these documents is also
very easy, since  you can save them in the
most popular formats, including Word.

A while back, I wrote about Google’s
free photo application, Picasa.  Now a much
more refined version, Picasa offers users
free Web Albums to store, share and publish
your photo’s on line.  And unlike many other
similar services, Google offers you over 1
GB of storage for free.

Recently,  Google offered a new on line
Notebook allowing you to make quick notes
while surfing the web.  You can categorize
your notebooks anyway you choose and
share your notes with other users.  I have
found this tool invaluable when looking for
information on line.  I can just copy down
the important information or a web address
and store it for access at another computer.
I find that this cuts down on the tiny scraps
of paper I usually carry around in my pocket
(and usually loose).

My favorite feature so far has to be the
new Google SMS service.  SMS is short for
Simple Message Service, which is what
your cell phone uses for text messaging.
(The feature is free from Google, but your
wireless carrier may charge you.)  To use
Google SMS, simple text your request to
466453 (Google on the keypad) and Google
will send you a response back.  For example,
need to know the score of the game, send the
text “Cardinals” to Google (466453) and

you will get the current score sent to you.
Ned the weather, text weather and the zip
code and you will get the forecast.  Flight
information, text the carrier and flight num-
ber and Google will send you the details.
For a full listing of the features, visit

http://www.google.com/intl/en_us/mo-
bile/sms/.

While we are on the subject of phones,
almost all the major carriers charge you for
using 411 service.  Google is currently test-
ing a free service for finding local business.
Just dial 1-800-GOOG-411 (1-800-466-
4411)  and follow the voice prompts.  It will
even connect you for free.  And since it is an
800 number, you don’t get charged like a
regular 411 call, just regular minutes.  I just
used it recently to get the number of a local
pizza joint so I could order on my way home.
A very convenient feature and best of all,
free.

Finally, just for fun, visit http://
www.google.com/trends to see the most
commonly searched terms for the world at
the moment.  With Google Trends, you can
compare the world’s interest in your favor-
ite topics. Enter up to five topics and see how
often they’ve been searched for on Google
over time. Google Trends also displays how
frequently your topics have appeared in
Google News stories, and which geographic
regions have searched for them most often.

Keep your email questions coming to
talktech@gmail.com.  Happy computing!

Movie Trivia Quotes
Ok readers here’s another bit of trivia

to test your movie quote knowledge.  Email
your answers (Movie Name) to
satimes@aol.com and we will publish the
winners names and answers next month.
Good Luck.

-“Do you love him Loretta”?
-“There’s no crying in baseball”
-“Send in the CLONE”
-“Tomorrow is another day”
-“FOOD FIGHT”

Fund Raiser Yard Sale
The 1st Annual Spring Yard Sale, hosted

by Sayreville Cub Scout Pack 97, will be
held on Sunday, April 22 (Raindate Sun.,
April 29) at Emma Arleth School Parking
Lot on Washington Rd., Parlin from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m.  All proceeds go towards the Annual
Camping Trip.

Ireland Trip
The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh are

running a trip to Ireland, Oct. 13-22, 2007.
They will be staying for 2 nights in Dublin,
Donegal, Galway and Killarney.  Some high-
lights will feature a motor coach tour of the
country, a visit to the Knock Shrine, the
Ring of Kerry, and the Cliffs of Moher.  For
more info, call Jackie Breen at 732-721-
5471 or e-mail: milvib@aol.com.

Summer School
Program

The Golden Rule Christian Center at
Trinity Methodist Church, 815 Bordentown
Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy is expand-
ing its summer school program for children
ages 6-13.  Applications are now being
accepted.  Please call the Center for infor-
mation at 732-721-3887.

Dear Tom,
A letter of acknowledgement for Hugh

Rone, manager of Gundrum Home for Fu-
nerals for his outstanding professionalism
and composure for the sad and honorable
funeral of young soldier Sgt. Benjamin
Sebban.

Mayor John O’Leary’s heartfelt expres-
sion to the Sebban family was filled with
humility, honor, and love, as he stated, “Al-
ways think of South Amboy as your home.”

During the wake ceremony, a service-
man commented to the Mayor, “I never been
to a town like this.”  In other words the town
of South Amboy and the community at
large, so patriotically and warmly embraced
the ensemble of service personnel, clergy,
and various politicians including Gov.
Corzine.

Funeral manager Hugh Rone and Mayor
O’Leary and so many caring others behind
the scene successfully shepherded the fu-
neral and traveled to Arlington National
Cemetery, Arlington, VA.  A 612 acre cem-
etery for distinguished men and women who
served in the U.S. armed forces dating back
to 1864.

God certainly had the most capable
hands in place to handle a military funeral of
this magnitude.

“And the second (commandment) is
like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.”  Matthew 22:39.

Norine Croddick Switzer-Sayreville
(Formerly of South Amboy)

LETTERS
continued

from
page 21

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.

Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show
me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly beseech
you from the bottom of my heart to succor me in this
necessity.  There are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this cause
in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 consecutive
days.  You must publish  it and it will be granted to you.
Thank you.  -M.T.
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